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unconverted man is still entangled. When the mind
has become clear from these delusions, a new and
wider, brighter world reveals itself to the mind of
him who has " entered upon the Path/* And the
Buddhist books are full of descriptions of the means
which must be adopted first to get rid of the delu-
sions, and secondly to gain the full heights of the
peaceful city of Nirvana, in which he who is free
from these delusions lives and moves and has his
being.

It was necessary to explain these three funda-
mental ideas, or what follows would not have been
understood; for, though much in them is undeni-
ably true, and quite familiar to Western thought, yet
the union of the three implies a view of life quite
contradictory to the animistic notions accepted in
the West. For, if the very conditions of individu-
ality prevent its being permanent, and render inevit-
able its subjection to sorrow, then most of the
Western ideas on the subject would require modifi-
cation. And though the Buddhists do believe, in a
sense of their own, in a future life, in the hereafter,
yet that sense is so different from the one in which
Christians use the terms, that Christian theologians
would rightly class the Buddhists among those who
do not believe in it at all.

For two essential conditions of a future life, as